Help us make our city greener
Engagement on an Urban Greening Strategy for City of Adelaide


Engagement closes 5:00pm 22 December 2023
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Project Information
The City of Adelaide is drafting an Urban Greening Strategy to help guide our priorities for greening into the future. The City of Adelaide is committed to protecting and improving our natural environment. Our Urban Greening Strategy is designed to set out our goals and ensure our ongoing efforts contribute to the thriving of the natural surroundings.

Your ideas, comments and feedback about greening in the City of Adelaide can shape how we plan, grow and expand nature in the face of a changing climate.

Through this engagement, we are aiming to:

· Let's Get Creative for a Greener Place: We're looking for new ideas on where we can make our spaces even greener. Tell us about areas where we can add more plants, trees, and green spaces. Your thoughts will help us plan for a greener city. 

· Tell Us what’s important to you: Share what matters most to you when it comes to taking care of the green spaces in our city. We want to understand your priorities and make sure we're working on what's important to you in managing our city's green areas.

Your feedback will help shape and inform our Urban Greening Strategy.

Please have your say by visiting yoursay.cityofadelaide.com.au or by completing the hard copy survey at the end of this Engagement Pack.



Background
The City of Adelaide is the only ‘City in a Park’, with the bustling capital district and inner-City suburbs surrounded by the National Heritage Listed Adelaide Park Lands.
Our tree lined streets, gardens and parks offer high quality public spaces that are valued for heritage, cultural and social reasons, used for a variety of activities, support urban biodiversity and enable connections with nature.
An Urban Greening Strategy will focus priorities, investment and outcomes to help achieve our tree canopy cover targets and deliver green infrastructure that is resilient in the face of a changing climate and reflective of the community’s desires for the future.
Research into our existing tree canopy and changes over the last seven years indicates our tree canopy has increased. The number of trees in streets, backyards and in the Adelaide Park Lands has also increased. However, the canopy cover is area specific and varies from different parts of the city. 
Some areas of the City have more canopy cover than others due to the type of urban development that has occurred over time, with the north-west CBD quadrant having the lowest canopy cover of just 6%. North Adelaide (east side), which has a higher proportion of residential homes with gardens, has the highest canopy cover outside the Adelaide Park Lands, mostly likely because the landscape is spacious for larger trees to grow. The largest net increase in the number of trees between 2015 and 2022 was also recorded in the eastern urban area of North Adelaide.
We will be using data to inform the Urban Greening Strategy together with ideas, comments and feedback from a range of stakeholders and the community.

Timeline
This survey is open until 5.00pm, Friday 22 December 2023
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is an Urban Greening Strategy?
It is a document that provides direction to achieving our canopy cover target, making our City a greener, cooler and more resilient place and set a strategic framework to guide long-term planning and management of urban greening.

What is an urban canopy?
An urban canopy refers to the collective layer of tree branches and leaves in a city. It's the green coverage provided by trees along streets, in parks, and throughout urban areas.

Why is the urban canopy important?
The urban canopy is vital for several reasons. It offers shade, improves air quality, enhances the overall appearance of the city, and provides habitat for wildlife. It also contributes to reducing the "heat island" effect in cities.

What % of City of Adelaide land has tree canopy cover? 
In 2022, tree canopy covered 27.6% of the entire City area. 
Almost 20% is located within the Adelaide Park Lands, with private urban land hosting 2.6% and city streets and roads the location of 5% of the City’s canopy.
73% of the City area has no canopy because the land is covered by buildings, roads or other surfaces. In the City Central West district, there is only 1.7% of the land surface that is permeable - meaning not covered by a hard surface.
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How much has the tree canopy changed?
In 2015 City of Adelaide measured its tree canopy cover as 21.7%, so overall the canopy has increased by 5% over the last seven years.
Between 2015 and 2022, the canopy has grown by 782,000m2. Favourable rainfall conditions during La Nina years (2020 to 2022) has boosted natural tree growth, but trees within the Adelaide Park Lands are the biggest contributors to the increasing canopy within the City of Adelaide.
How many trees are there?
There are approximately 43,000 trees throughout the City of Adelaide, with over 60% of these located within the Adelaide Park Lands. 
The net increase in the number of street trees was 822 for the period 2015 to 2022 and there was also a net increase in private land trees by 534 in the same period.
How do we measure tree canopy?
The method used to identify tree canopy in the City of Adelaide is a blend of aerial photography analysis and LiDAR data to create a spatial (overhead) view of the exact canopy extent and shape for each tree above 1 metre in height. The same method has been used in 2015 and 2022, meaning we have high quality comparable information to identify where the canopy has changed and by how much in that time.
What is Green Infrastructure?
This is a term used to describe the variety of different greening features we have constructed throughout the City. Planter boxes, vegetated verges, green screens, raingardens, arbours, gardens and grassed parks as well as street trees are just some of the ways we’ve introduced greening into the urban environment where the native vegetation has been removed.
How do trees help climate change?
Trees are essential for absorbing carbon dioxide and producing oxygen which balances the air quality and also traps greenhouse gas emissions. Trees and vegetation can be planted to soak up excess greenhouse gases as they grow, preventing gases from escaping into the atmosphere and contributing to global warming.
Trees are also very effective at providing natural cooling because they shade surfaces that would otherwise absorb the suns direct heat during the day and they also expire water vapour through their leaves, creating an evaporative air-conditioning effect. As extremely hot days are projected to become even hotter and more frequent, trees are a great way to adapt to climate change, keep us cool and reduce the urban heat island effect.
Where can I learn more about trees in the City?
[bookmark: _Hlk150252455]https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/about-adelaide/our-sustainable-city/trees-and-the-city/



How can I contribute to the urban canopy?
You can contribute by planting and caring for trees in your yard or community. Participating in local tree-planting initiatives and supporting urban greening projects are great ways to make a positive impact.

What is this consultation about?
This consultation is helping to inform the Urban Greening Strategy by hearing from you what is important when it comes to greening, trees and nature in the City of Adelaide. Ideas, comments and common themes collected via this engagement will help shape the way we prioritise greening.
We are committed to remaining attuned to community views, aiming to understand and act on local sentiment and deliver better, more sustainable outcomes, for generations to come.

I have previously provided feedback on similar topics. How is this different?

The City of Adelaide consistently gathers insights from our community throughout the year to shape and inform our work, often focusing on our environment and greening initiatives. In this consultation, we seek advice from our community on potential opportunities for additional greening and what our priorities should be. This ensures we are more informed about our community’s needs and helps us plan for a greener future.
This consultation process is specifically focusing on providing information to guide the development of the Urban Greening Strategy. Feedback from this consultation will also build on the feedback we have received previously through relevant associated projects.
Council reviews its plans and practices on an ongoing basis to ensure a best practice approach, optimising community outcomes.

How do I provide my feedback?
There are several ways in which you can provide feedback:
Submission Form (attached to this information pack) 
Online 
yoursay.cityofadelaide.com.au 
Contribute your feedback via the Online Form.
Email your comments to yoursay@cityofadelaide.com.au.
Written Submissions
All written submissions must be received by 5.00pm on the date advertised and should be addressed to: 
Community Consultation
Urban Greening Strategy
GPO Box 2252, Adelaide SA 5001
What happens next?
Community feedback/submissions will be workshopped internally as the Urban Greening Strategy is drafted. A final draft will be released for community consultation in 2024.

For enquires please contact:
Belinda Dohring 
Senior Sustainability Advisor
T: 08 8203 7003
E: b.dohring@cityofadelaide.com.au
Or visit yoursay.cityofadelaide.com.au

Ruochen Liu
Asset Planner – Urban Elements & Open Space
T: 08 8203 7961
E: r.liu@cityofadelaide.com.au
Or visit yoursay.cityofadelaide.com.au

SUBMISSION Form 

Submissions close 5pm, Friday, 22nd Dec 2023
This form can also be completed online at yoursay.cityofadelaide.com.au. 
Please include your name and residential address to ensure your submission is considered by Council. Formal submissions including names and addresses of respondents may on occasions be made public through reports to Council. Required information is marked with an *asterisk.
	*First Name:
	
	*Last Name:
	

	Email Address:
	

	*Address:
	

	Business/Organisation Name (if applicable):
	

	Gender:
	☐ Male      ☐ Female
☐ Other Identity
	Year of Birth:
	

	Are you a City of Adelaide Ratepayer?
	☐ Yes      ☐ No

	Please tell us how you participate in city life (tick all that apply):

	☐	Work
	☐	Live
	☐	Shop
	☐	Play
(e.g. leisure, recreation, entertainment, dining)

	☐	Study
	☐	Tourist
	☐	Own a Business

	Please indicate your main areas of interest (tick all that apply):

	☐	Council Services & Programs
	☐	Open Space & Recreation
	☐	City Design, Planning & Development
	☐	New & Future Projects

	☐	Social & Community Issues
	☐	Policy, Budget and Management Plans
	☐	Environmental Issues
	☐	Arts & Events in the City

	☐	Adelaide Park Lands
	☐	Community Gardens
	
	

	Please indicate the locations that are of interest to you (tick all that apply):

	☐ North Ward
	☐ Central Ward
	☐ South Ward


Your Say Adelaide is Council’s online consultation website. It is your chance to be kept up-to-date and provide feedback on areas of the City that interest you. Would you like to be signed up to Your Say Adelaide online and be emailed when there is an opportunity to have your say on areas that are of interest to you?
☐ Yes      ☐ No

Q1. Please rate your level of support for urban greening in the City of Adelaide 
	· Strongly Support        
	· Somewhat Support        
	· Neutral   
	· Do not Support



Please help us understand your response by providing a comment:







Q2. Urban greening has multiple benefits. To help us prioritise greening action across the City, we would like to know which of the benefits are more or less important to you. Please rate how important you think the following benefits are:
Benefits for People, including neighbourhood / street appeal, physical heath from increased outdoor activity and reduced cost of living from shade rather than mechanical air-conditioning.
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Benefits for Nature, including building resilience to climate change, creating ecosystem connections/corridors and increasing plant species diversity.
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important


Benefits for Productivity, including creating shared walk/cycle corridors, increasing green space in commercial areas and attracting visitors and events to the City.
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Benefits for Culture, including creating green areas for social interaction and enhancing local character.
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Benefits for Climate, including increasing canopy for cooling, increasing capture and reuse of stormwater for irrigation and protecting natural resources.
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important



Q3: For each of these benefits, we are interested in understanding which aspects are more or less important to you. Please rate how important you think the following aspects are:

People Benefits:
Improving physical health from increased outdoor activity
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Increasing opportunity to be in nature
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Improving safety
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Reducing cost of living (ie as greening cools the City and reduces demand for electricity)
· [bookmark: _Hlk146790659]Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Increasing neighbourhood / street appeal
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Nature Benefits:
Please rate how important you think the following benefits of greening to nature are:

Increasing habitat
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Increasing plant species diversity
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Creating or managing wetlands
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Creating ecosystem connections (corridors)
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Building resilience to changing climate
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Productivity Benefits:
Please rate how important you think the following benefits of greening to productivity are:

Increasing green space in commercial areas
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Creating shared walk/cycle corridors
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important
Increasing liveability in residential areas
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Contributing to food security
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Attracting visitors and events to the City
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important


Culture Benefits
Please rate how important you think the following benefits of greening to culture are:

Enhancing local character
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important
Creating green areas for social interaction
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Integrating Kaurna land management practices
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Creating "hidden gems"
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Climate Benefits
Please rate how important you think the following benefits of greening to climate change adaptation are:

Increasing canopy for cooling
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Increasing water sensitive urban design 
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Utilising natural water resources
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Increasing green walls and roofs
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important

Increasing capture and reuse of stormwater for irrigation
· Extremely Important 
· Very Important 
· Somewhat Important  
· Not very important  
· Not at all important
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