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Street Tree Planting 
 

Our city is getting hotter. We need to invest in tree canopy coverage now, to secure a 
cooler future. 

The City of Adelaide is committed to ensuring our city is resilient and climate conscious, 
ensuring it is liveable for future generations. 

As the council of the capital city of South Australia, City of Adelaide has a pivotal role to play 
in shaping the future of our state and ensuring our city environment is resilient, protected 
and sustainable. 

That's why we are planting more trees and increasing our tree canopy. 

We are working towards being a leading green city in a park, by advancing our green 
infrastructure and increasing our biodiversity and sustainability. 

Together with our community, we are working towards making our city more resilient to 
climate change and planning for the future. 

As part of this commitment, City of Adelaide is undertaking an investigation of street tree 
planting opportunities. This aligns with its strategic goal of increasing tree canopy and 
creating a climate conscious and resilient city. The streets being investigated have been 
reviewed internally as part of a workshop with key stakeholders including the Traffic and 
Transport, Parklands Strategy, City Operations, and Sustainability Teams to determine the 
suitability of planting street trees. 
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The following streets were identified as good opportunities include plant street trees.  

• Stephens Street 
 
As part of our commitment to our environment, we are adding more trees to these streets. 

Background 
Trees on streets are necessary to meet the targets within our Strategic Plan 2024-2028 
(https://www.cityofadelaide.com.au/about-council/plans-reporting/strategic-planning/) and 
Integrated Climate Strategy 2030 (https://d31atr86jnqrq2.cloudfront.net/docs/strategy-
integrated-climate.pdf).  

Street trees will help reach our priorities of a cool city with no urban heat island effect. 

To respond to this strategic target, we are investigating city streets and laneways that have 
less than 5% canopy cover up to 30% canopy cover up. Moving forward we will also look to 
include tree planting opportunities within Streetscape projects and along our Main Roads.  

During the design phase we consider various factors, including: 
• Locations of driveways 
• Vehicle sightlines 
• Underground services 
• Traffic lane widths 
• On-street parking 

The final location of the trees will be subject to the location of existing services.  

Timeline 
26 March – 16 April 2025: Community consultation  
April/May: Review consultation feedback 
May/June: Design finalised, outcomes to be shared 
Works are expected to commence following finalisation of consultation and design 
 
Frequently Asked Questions 

What is council doing about climate change and the future liveability of our city? 

Through the Integrated Climate Change Strategy, Strategic Plan 2024 -28 and Draft City Plan, 
City of Adelaide has set the following targets: 

• 40% canopy cover by 2035 
• 40% of street trees (5,143) have water sensitive urban design (WSUD) passive watering 

by 2030 and 60% by 2035 
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We will shade and cool areas where people move around and use the city, such as footpaths, 
outdoor dining, events, sports, main streets and retail destinations. Using our heating 
mapping we know where hot spots are located throughout the city and will target these areas 
for cooling. We will create cooler, greener streets by establishing a green grid for the city, 
connected by shaded pedestrian paths and active transport. Green corridors will connect the 
Adelaide Park Lands and Squares creating a continuous tree canopy that contributes to 
cooling, climate resilience, urban biodiversity and comfort to the users of the city.  
 
Why do we need street trees and additional planting?  

The City of Adelaide’s Strategic Plan 2024 – 2028 includes the target of a net increase in street 
trees, increasing tree canopy cover and creating a climate conscious and resilient city. 
Streets have been identified as lacking trees and greening.  
 
What is water sensitive urban design (WSUD) passive watering? 

Water Sensitive Urban Design (WSUD) is a set of principles that can be applied to sustainably 
manage water within urban areas and support healthy ecosystems. The natural water cycle in 
towns and cities has been disrupted by buildings, roads, and stormwater drainage pipes, 
which prevents rainfall from soaking into the ground and recharging local waterways and 
groundwater, instead the runoff is sent straight into the nearest creek. WSUD aims to slow 
the flow, prevent pollution and enable water to once again naturally support plants and trees. 

The WSUD in these areas will allow for the water runoff to provide ongoing water supply to the 
trees.  
 
Will the planting result in parking loss? 

During the design phase of the project several elements have been considered to inform the 
positioning of street trees including locations of driveways, sightlines, underground services, 
traffic lane widths and on-street parking. Many of these constraints have legal requirements 
such as traffic lane widths and intersection sightlines which need to be adhered to and as 
such, the space in which trees can be planted is restricted.  

We have aimed to strike a balance between minimising the impact on on-street parking 
spaces and maximising tree planting opportunities and believe that these proposals will 
result in multiple benefits for the street.  

As a result of the new tree planting and greening, some car parking spaces may be affected.  
 
Will there be an impact to Pedestrian or vehicle movement during construction?  

City of Adelaide are focused on minimising any disruption to residents, businesses or public 
movement when undertaking construction works within the city. Stakeholders and residents 
will be notified prior to works commencing.  
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How do I provide my feedback? 

There are several ways in which you can provide feedback: 

Submission Form (attached to this information pack)  

Online ouradelaide.sa.gov.au 
Contribute your feedback via the Online Survey  

Meet with a staff member 
Contact us by email on ouradelaide@cityofadelaide.com.au or by phone on 8203 7946 to 
arrange a meeting 

Email your comments to treesonstreets@cityofadelaide.com.au 

Written Submissions 
All written submissions must be received by 5.00pm on the date advertised and should be 
delivered to the City of Adelaide Customer Centre during business hours, or addressed to:  

Community Consultation 
Street Tree Planting 
GPO Box 2252, Adelaide SA 5001 

  

https://ouradelaide.sa.gov.au/
mailto:ouradelaide@cityofadelaide.com.au
mailto:treesonstreets@cityofadelaide.com.au
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What happens next? 
We will acknowledge your feedback either by email or in writing. 

We will provide an update once consultation has concluded and how feedback has impacted 
our designs. Upon the completion of that process, we will then provide detailed designs and 
an update on what the next stage is of this project. Once the designs are finalised, 
construction works will occur.  

For enquires please contact: 

Natasha Jardin 

Project Manager 

T: 8203 7946 

E: treesonstreets@cityofadelaide.com.au 

Or visit ouradelaide.sa.gov.au 

  

mailto:treesonstreets@cityofadelaide.com.au?subject=Project%20enquiry
https://ouradelaide.sa.gov.au/
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Submission Form 

Submissions close 5:00pm, Wednesday, 30 April 2025 

This form can also be completed online at ouradelaide.sa.gov.au. 

Please include your name and residential address to ensure your submission is considered 
by Council. Formal submissions including names and addresses of respondents may on 
occasions be made public through reports to Council. Required information is marked with 
an *asterisk. 
 

First Name:  Last Name:  

Email Address:  

Address:  

Business/Organisation Name (if applicable):  

Gender: 
☐ Male      ☐ Female 

☐ Other Identity 
Year of Birth:  

Are you a City of Adelaide Ratepayer? ☐ Yes      ☐ No 

Please tell us how you participate in city life (tick all that apply): 

☐ Work ☐ Live ☐ Shop 
☐ Business 

Owner/Operator 

☐ Study ☐ Tourist 
☐ Play 

(e.g. leisure, recreation, 
entertainment, dining) 

Please indicate your main areas of interest (tick all that apply): 

☐ Our Community ☐ Our Economy ☐ Our Environment ☐ Our Places 

Please indicate the locations that are of interest to you (tick all that apply): 

☐  East End ☐  North Adelaide ☐  South East 

☐  South West ☐  West End 

 

OurAdelaide.sa.gov.au is Council’s online consultation website. It is your chance to be kept 
up-to-date and provide feedback on areas of the city that interest you. Would you like to sign 
up to Our Adelaide to receive the monthly newsletter and be notified of new projects that 
match your interests?  

☐ Yes*      ☐ No  *Please provide your email address above 

https://ouradelaide.sa.gov.au/
https://ouradelaide.sa.gov.au/
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Q1. Do you support the proposal for planting street trees on the proposed streets?  

☐ Yes - all 

☐ Yes - some  

☐ No 

☐ Unsure 

 

Q2. Please provide comments regarding your response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


